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A breweriana dream comes true

Tom Noonan’s
C ) brewery displays his

¢ amazing collection

by Rusty Long

What beer snd brewsriana lover hasn't played this signs, in sddifion to back bar brewariana, frays, TOCs,
“what i” game: Whal If you could display youwr colfection  and smals?

in & safting that looks ke 8 1840s fsvern? The scens Even better: your amazing collection is displayed in 8
would include enough space to display & wide amay of wiarking, apen-to-the-public favem—and guess what—

brewenana, and you'd decorale Deautiuly, with weli- it's aif connectad fo the brewery where you make your

organized sechions and display cases filled with an ot baar

amazing selechon of (onfy the best] ifems from the - o . .

different brewsrnies and brands you colect. What i yow Hﬁhﬂ‘.ﬂ‘m ke 2 ﬂ'ET'E‘“' Well, then you hﬂhammmum by
had for . idoor member Tom Noonan, because madae

even had enowgh space for some sfunning ou et o s

In February 200—just before
the pandemic hit—Tom opened
his Sangamo Brewery in Chathanm,
Mliris, & small town about 10
miles southwest of the state capital,
Springfield, IL. The business is a full
har, restaurant, and craft brewery
with a chefinspired feed menu.

The inside of the brewery’s tap-
raom,/restaurant looks like an ode to :
famed Central linois breweries of e e ———— e —
yore, with a smattering of 5t. Louis  Abowe: Aier major rencvaions s an increditle infusion of high-quality local breweriana, the
and Chicago breweriana and even Saryjama Brewery look over the space of & former resfaurani snd apened in Februsry of 2020,

- R Below: Torm Mooran's project. part brewery, par restaurart, and part mussum, takes is Mative
some of the bigger regional and American rame fum & pre-ProhibiSun brard meued by Regch Brewing Co. of his nafve Sprrghsid
national brands to spice the mix. Latesl o e enecion of John Skeiner.

A quick stroll through the tap-
raom offers a view of some spectacular signage firom
all of the prominent brands ence sold in the area.
There are southern Minoks brands like Dick Brothers
from Quincy, Bluff City from Alton, Highland from
Highland, and Stag from the Griesedieck Western
Brewery in Belleville, among many others.

Visitors to Sangamo also can gaze upon dazzling
antique signs from Hyde Park and Falstaff of 58 Louis,
as well as Monarch and Aflas from Chicago—nof to
meention those from Midwestern stalwarts Schlitz,
Elatz, Hamm's, and Miller. There is more than enough
eve candy to satisfy any breweriana collector as he or
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Biliff City Brewing Co., Abor, IL, porcsdain is 3 x 31 by WC.
Harry Signs, Speingheld. L
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ahe enjoys ane of Tom's fine brews and basks in the
old-timey atmosphere.
It started early

Like many breweriana collectors, Tom Noonan
has always enjoyed sharing and showing his collection
with others. His love of brewery-related items started
early. While growing up, Tem and his brother spent
many hours hunting, digging, and collecting beer cans
in and around their Springfield hometown. During that
time, Tom estimates he amassed about 1500 cans.

Oiher brewery items would find a way into his
collection, most memorably, a Beisch Brewing Wiener
Style tinrover-cardboard sign given to him in high
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Jobied Cifizens Brewing, Co. Jale 1L, porcatsin it 56 x 36 in_, by ORS
Meoe, Spring Valiey, L—ry be only sxasple known.

Burgemeisier Baay, Wersaw
Brewiny Ca.. Warss, IL,
wo-sided poncelain sign &

66 x 20in., by Economy Sagns
Cliiney, IL—mey be only
exirriple kriown.

it Qual

Engieking s Beer, Springfeld Brewing Co., Spenghiekd, IL, Tghted reverse
fired on glass sign, 16 x 12 in., Gil Giass & Fisture, Co., Philadsiphia, PA,
[iown §l &nd uni] purchased from the Adoiph Grenke Auckion in 2012

schao] by his mother. After graduating from college
Tom recalls that the cans were packed in boxes in his
fathier’s attic. When he received the call to “come get
the cans or they are going in the trash.” Tom saved
them, and has them to this day.
A turning point

As he grew into adultheed, Tom began o focus
more on breweriana than cans. A turning peint in 20012
pushed Tom to a new kevel of collecting, and was the
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genesis of an idea. That was the
vear the famous and astonishing
collection of the late NABA meny-
ber, Adolf Grenke, was auctiomed.
That event, which liquidated over
4000 high-end items and cleared
51.5 million in sales, inspired
meemaries for many in the hobby.

Tom participated in the
event but was saddened by the
thought of dispersing such a great
collection. He felt it would have
bieen great if such a remarkable
collection could have been kept
toegether and displayed in a muse-
wrHype setting for all to enjoy.

Tom also had begun to build
his own impressive collection. The
Grenke sale inspired him to create
a plan to bring his own large col-
lection “out of the basement™ and
display it in a way that many could
enjoy. This is when the kea of what
wiollld become Sangamo Brewing
began.

What is “Sangamo?™

When considering a name for
his museum, restaurant, brewery
propect, Tom was drawn toe an old
label from a beer once brewed by
Springfield's defunct Keisch Brew-
ery. Springfield is in Sangamon
County, named for the river that
runs through it.

Though historical accounts
vary, the widely accepied version
of how the river got its name is that
it is derived from the Pottawato-
mie Indian word Sain-gues-sen,
Anglicized to Sangamon, meaning,
“Where there is plenty to eat.”

Reisch made a pre-Frohibition
bieer brand called Sangamo, and
Tom was captivated by the beaotiful
label graphics featuring a native
American motif as well as the Local
significance of the name. And so,
he decided to bestow the Sangamo
name on his dream.

L2

Old Tavemn Beer, Warsaw Bréswing Co, Warsin, . This bwo-saded porcedsin it 6 x 2 11, by Quincy Neoa

Signs, Ouincy, IL—may be only example known, Tom says, “This one i my favore because
alits rugged edges. | chose the rean o meke 1 pap off he dark porcelan. And il does
Thal's why | made sure & was ront and cerler when you wak in the frant doer ”

The right location

Originally, Tom envisioned
& brewery and restaurant with a
musewm featuring kecal breweriana
and Route 66 memorahilia. Ideally,
the location would be downtown,
near Springfield’s numerous aother
historical attractions—especially
the famed and widely visited Abra-
ham Linceln Presidential Library
amd Museum.

Tom was forced to modify his
ariginal plan, however: he couldn’t
find a suitable in-city site, and was
unable to obtain a significant col-
bection of Route 66 historical items.
It was in nearby Chatham that he
found naet only an aptimal location
bt also a business partner—]J ason
Butler—whio owned the long-popu-
lar Fat Willy's pub and restaurant.

Dick & Bres. Quircy Brewery, Quincy, IL: fin sign
abeve i 13 x 9., and below is 38 x 28 in., bath

by Amefican Can Ca.. Chicage. IL.

Birewing Ca
51 Lo
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The idea began to really take
ahape in 2008, Fat Willy"s was
closed and its conwersion to San-
gama Brewing began. This required
significant renovations and of
course, the addition of brewing
equipment. It also required finding
local experienced talent in the form
of a chef and a brewmaster.

A brewery musaum

For Tom, the construction of the
building and the effort made to dis-
play his collection was truly a labor
of lowve. He has made Sangamo a
place where people can enjoy good
food and craft beer in a historsc and
nmiostalgic setting.

Tom's musenm celebrates his
collecting focus on Springfield
breweries. But because the variety
and availability of items from those
twao breweries is limited, his mas-
sive collection alse encompasses
“Downistate Minois™ or “sowth of
807 as the locals say.

He also has antique signs
promoting other beers that were
available in the area at one time—
those from nearby 5t. Lowis amd
Chicagn, as well as other Midwest-
erm breweries. In fact, it is hard to
imagine seeing s0 many stunning,
large outdoor neon beer signs in
ane establishment.

Brewerianag Collecior
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In addition to Downstate Mlinois,
the collection has a strong 54 Louis
representation, particularly from the
Griesedieck Brewery, which had a
branch in nearby Belleville, L. Tom
notes that Griesedieck’s hold, red
calor scheme in its mumerous ad-
vertising pieces adds conskderable
visual appeal to the displays.

Bringing it all togethear

Like many, Tom has amassed
his abundant collection through
shows and suctions. But he gave
speevial recogmition for his sucocess-
es to having made connections
within the hobby, noting a handful
of fellow NABA members who were
instrumental in helping him track
down and obtain many of the items
now on display. Toem also noted
the role social media played—he
started the Facebook group “Brewe-
riana Exchange™ and originated the
“days of the week” postings, e.g.,
“Sign= on Sunday™ and *Women on
Wednesday,” in which collectors
participate to this day, sharing

wwrsababre oo

Thres slufning Siag Beer signs,
Gristadied Wastarm Breweary
Beflewille, I Clockwise from

lop et “Siamond " tm s 361 36
i, bong fin signis 53 x 18 in.,
neither have migr. merk, heo-sided
porcedain is 36 £ 30in., by MeCond
Tubsfite Co., E. 51 Loui, Il The
néon i Al orgiral.

Balow: Frinos ol Filsen Besr,
Maound City Brewing Do, New Alhens, IL
porosiain i 24 x Z7T in by ML Vemon

Heon, ML Vemon, IL

images of their breweriana.

He recalls his tremendous
excitement and sense of aooom-
plishment when the building was
finally ready, and he began the
process of bringing his collection
out of storage for hanging, placing,
and arranging. He treasures the
experience of secing his many years
of collecting and hard work show-
cased in the Sangamo project for all
to enjoy.

Continued nest pg
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A collection of Shem Brda (sl is Germen ki
“star") signs from Shar-Peeriess Brewery,
Bedele, |L, porcedsin (s is 34 x40 in,
By ML Viermon Meom, M. Veman, IL;

[l right) three kamed fin g,

all 32 x 16in., no migr. mark

On tap ahead

Although Tom is happy with the
way things are going at Sangamo,
he admits the fiming has been
difficult, opening just as the COVID
pandemic hit. Having to shot dosm
and adjust for regulations has great-
Iy reduced business after what had
bieen a great start.

Looking to the future, Tom says
hie still has plenty to do. His brew-
measter is currently brewing offsite.
S0 getting an onsite hrewery op-
erating is certainly a priority. Tom
also dreams of re-creating Reisch's
Sangams Beer to serve in the tap
T

As far a3 his breweriana
showease goes, Tom notes that

60

Try The New Champion

'

The BEER witha PUNCH

"+ TheBEERFerfou |

anly about T5% of the collection is
currently exhibited. He is looking
forward to getting the remaining
iems placed—recently, he obtained
more vintage display cases he will
put to goeed use.

Continuing to create interior
enhancements to the 19%40s tavern

K ||_|.|.-.ll & FTLLALE
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Top lef: Gipps Bréwing Co., Peora, IL,
porcekr it 5o 2 1L, by Fuesch Elecinc. Ca
Pearia, Il
Mlsave: Priobaf Besr, Bound Cily Brewing,
Mew Afens, L, poroslaim iz 302 21 in.,
i e sk
Below: Fedosr Brewing Co, Darwke, IL
Bwceaaded poncedsin i 3 x 2 1., By Buidick
Enama Sign Co., Chicaga, I

'E 2 I'lrgh ﬁrﬂdn
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feel he is going for, Toem plans to use
viniage style ball knobs for his beer
tapsa. The exterior of the huilding
has experienced some important
improvements, too. An outdeor patio
area surrounded by a wooden fence
has recently been added, expanding
the sutdoors inte a delightful beer
garden. Happily, the fence also
provides a place to hang additional
larger signs that Tom continues to
collect.

S4ill, Tom enpoys the daily opera-
tions, and meeting his customers as
they enjoy the collection—especially

T m a

Conbrued on pg. 84,

Faisiat Brewing
Ca.. 5t Louis,
WO, porcetain is
SN by

R. Tunica
Eleciric

& Lous, MO
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Tom Mooran =) visiled Robbee Welle, of TV s Amencan Pickers in his
shap in lowa thee yeers aga. He purchassd this fn sign, which may
hirae had fhe feon sdded, from Griessdisck Bms. Eoewery,
3L Lowis, MO, 28 1 60in.. no migr. mark

A i ol signs from Gesedeck Bros Brewsry, 51 Louis, MO, Lo Soeom ey
ihe upper e Cresediedek sign
Above i a double-sided, reverse-painied-on-glass mounied in & poralain
frate, 33 x 32 in, nofrfgr. marnk 168, 31 x42 in. porceain, no migr. mark
Bedorw, large framied fin, 4 x 9 & by H.O. Beach Co., Coshadian, OH

eSS -
WIS (Griesedieck P l
MELLOW B FLAVOR |

e

Badow: Chiel Baer sign from aither Spreirg isld Bréwing Co. of Peofia
Birewirg) Ca—hey bolh shared the Chisl |abs—poncetsin, 6 x 2 1L,
by Biiry Hersen-Lustmlile, Davenport, 1A

r

A EQUALLED
NEVER | P ON DRAUGHT 3F
EXCELLED et o M SUTILE SRRy

Above: Leisy Brewing Co., Peodia, IL, pee-Prabibilion lin 1x 3L
Lefi: Hyde Park Breweries Agsn., Inc, S| Louis, MO, inGx 38
Maiher as ary migr. mark

Brewerinnag Collechor s B s (1]



| know a lot of collectors with
really great stuff, but it's in the
basement. Mine was in storage
units. No one ever sees it. This
project was to bring it out so
everybody can see it—to have a
museum of local brewery history
here in town. —Tom Noonan

Chicayps i i fee bouste, memplified by Fis par of sGgns,
right [aong ofters) &l Sangamo. Tap is Edehweiss Bock

Beer cardboand, Scwoenhalien-Edelwsiss Brewing Co.,
Chicage, IL; and Cid Manha®an Beer, Manbatian Brewiyg
Ca., Chitaga, IL, porcetéin, 5 x 2 I, by Eledins Nean San

G, Chicaga, Il Tom noles, 5 siared collecing bock
bt and Fihos before | changed fy Beus o downsiale
Iincis. | Feree some ofher Chicago sigrs also pundhassd
ovef B years, Bul just couldi’l parl with Bem!”

EMS Brewing Co . Easl 5 Louk, MO, porosdain,
3 x 3 in, by Lewy & Co

(174 WL e Winrer 2027



STAR MODEL N

Lirion Brewing Co.,

i —— P &+ B
Pena, IL, porcatain is
L~ E —_ fix 28 by Ruesch
Eleckic Co.,

STAR un

Shar Union Besy

game brewery,
My goal was to have a tap room where you have the
feel of walking into a central lllinois bar back in the

porceksin =B x 2 A,
by O R 3 Neoe
1940s5. —Tom Noonan

Disgpkays,
Sty Walkey, I

Tt has much of Bis edensive collecion Beauifully displayed by
brard and breweny. Of B viniage display chses,

he says, | bBought them from Abe’s Oid Hal anliue
sione R in Springhsd. | kad fem taken spar
| sfored in my garage for ower & pesr Then They
e fe-agsamibled in B breweny. |l was such &
thiill 1o Fired &l firy S80I i Ehe Slocage uniks and 6l

the eabin s, "
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Thig Wagrer neon it an unususlly-shaped sq)n, porcelsin is 32 x M in.,
ric gy reaar

his fellow “beer nerds™ as he calls us. He has hosted
meany MABRA members so far and if he knows yvou are

: ced 3 . = . Sangama Brewing Co. owned, Tom Moonan (cenler] shares
coming and if he's available, he will gladly take time to & besr wilh eliw NABA merissr Rusty Long sl NAEA

stop and wisit. Just be sure to drop him a line at sangamoe- Bioard mesmier, Darla Long.
brewing® gmail.com first.

@ TRADE-A-THON /0
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Pre-registration ends April 15th
(prices increase by $5.00 after 4/115)

4
165+ Eigh‘[—fﬂﬂt Tables Hyatt Regency & Kl Convention Center d ].I
Book your hoted room at 1-888-421-1442 I
Pre-register and reserve up Referance C
to 3 tables - form available at . 1j
iy sy hltpuﬁ..f.www.h_n.n'-iltt.cnmlen LISJ'
Food Sales & cash bar on group-booking/ GRBRG/G-TT21 E TI
Trade Floor both days S97/Nigh - All Sutes ‘.3
Y]
ﬂ

Show officially opens @ 3PM
on Friday, with pre-registrants

l setup begining at NOON.

« For more information contact Rlob Smits at Stuffball1593@yahoo.com or 520-468-1466 ‘E
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